TWO 


PETITIONS. 


OF THE 


Knights, Gentlemen, Freeholders, and 


others of the Inhabitants of the County of 
HEATFOR D. 


The one 


To the Right Honourable Houſe of PxtR $: 


The other, 


To the Knights, Citizens, and Burgefles, of 
the Honourable Houſe of Commons affem- 
= bledin PARLIAMENT:«.. 


Delivered 


at leaſt 4000 Knights, Gentlemen, Free- 
holders, and other Inhabitants of the 


County of HExTFoRD Janwary 25+ 
1641. | 
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LONDON, 
Printed by a perfect Copie, by R. 0. & G.De xter, 


and are to be fold by John Sweetzng at the ſigne of 
the Angel in Popes-bead-alley, 164%. 
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. HONOURABLE 
THE HOVSE OF 


Pzz&s, now aſſembled in 
PARLIAMENT. 


The bumble Petition of Knights, Gentlemen, Free - 


holders ,and other Inhabitants of the County 
of HER TFORD. 
Sheweth, 

f þ— the Petitioners having hitherto. wich much 

patience waited for, and with great confidence 
expeted the happy progreſſe of this Parliament, and 
therein che removall of all choſe grievances , .under 
which chey have a long time groancd, and the perfe& 
Reformation of Church and Common-wealch , They 
are now conſtrained to repreſentunto thisHonourable 
Houſe, the manifold feares, troubles, and diſtrations 
wherewith they are incompaſled, -ariſcing fromehat 


helliſh and bloody rebellion in 7relaxd, ated by the 


Papiſts againſt our Brerhren, by Nation and Religion, 
apparcatly chreatniag the loſſe of char Kingdome, che 
extirpation of the Proteſtant Religion rhere, -and ex- 
creame prejudice, jfnorutter ruin= of this Kingdome; 
From-the want of timely.and powerful ſupplies to ſup- 
preſſe thoſe Rebells; the not granting ample Commil- 
Gags torhaſe who have bin ready ro take-up Armes a- 

A 2 gainſt 


1f 


(2 
ainſt them; the nst paſſiag of the Ads for impreſſiag 
Sonldiers to that ſervice,and the delayes ia - 2 jabs 
ofrhe worthy o*er ofth2 Scotch Nation,to ſend 10000 
Soldiers thither; From the c2ntiaguince of pat Prelacy, 
and multitad2sof erronious and ſcandilous Miniſters 
in this Kingdome; the Infojencie of the Papiſts, their 
betlngarmed ; the want of execudion of kuſpiceagainit 
Priefts and )eſuics already condemaed,audorther noto- 
rious Delinqueats; the many deſperate p:ots and de- 
ſignes attempted againſt rhe Parliament and King- 
dome, by the Popiſb and Prelaticall party; the grea: 
and unparalletd breaches lately mad2 upon the Privi- 
ledges of Parliament; eadangering the qverthrow of 
the very being thereof, and che deſtruCtion of divers of 
its Members, worthy Patriots of their Councry;the nor 
diſcleſing and puniſhing of: thoſe perſons who coun- 
ſelled the ſame; The unpreparedneſſe of rhe Sea Forts 
andother ſtrengths of this Kingdome by Sea ad Land, 
againſt any Invaſion: andthe continnance ofdivers ot 
chem inunſafe hands,wherein the Parliament; (and in 
chem the whole Kingdome) cannot confide; the delay 
of putting the Kingdome into a poſtureof Warre, for 
their better defence; the miſunderſtanding between 
his Majeſty and the Parliament, andthe want of Com- 
pliance by this Honourable Houſe wich the Honſe of 
Commons, in entertaining thoſe many good Motions, 
andpaſſingthoſe neceſſary Bills preſenredro youfrom 
that Houle for the Common good. All which [prings 
and cauſes of your Petitioners feares and: diſtrattions, 
having occaſioned the torall decay oftrade, and great 
ſcarcity of money, and thereby che impoveriſhing and 
unſerclement of the whole Kihgdome, and rending fo 
exceedingly tothe indangering of his Majeſties ho- 
nouranddignity,and the peaceaad ſafety of this King- 


dome. 
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EF, 

dome, The Petitioners do verily beleeye , vhat as the 
ſamereceived their firſt being from the Popiſh and 
v2 relaticall party,ſo have chey hicherrs bla'conrinued, 
and willGit isgrearly to be feared)dayly increaſe.by the 
Voting of the Popiſh Lords akd Biſhops in this Honou 
rable Houſe. ( whoſe iatergfty in reſpe&of Religion, 
their own ſtandings, gg otherwilc-ave-at this time {o 
contrary to the happinefſe of this Kingdome) and by 
the continuanceof wicked Councellors and evill Mi- 
nifters of Srareabour his Majeſty. | 


- -*- The Petitioners therefore humbly pray, that all the foreſaid 
Canſes and ſprings of their fears andaroubles may be ſpeedily 
removed: eArd ( for the effein thereof ) that the evill 
(onncellors arid others hindring the publique good may bee 
taken from about his Majeſtic, andthe voting of the Popiſh 

'- Lords and Biſhops regwoved out of this Maxourable Houſe : 

\ \gAndthatthe 7 Wekrentc (who r be be ever ready to hazard 

: their lives aud Bftates for the defence of the King and Par- 
. liament, the Priviledges of the ſame, and im ſpecia[lthoſe no- 
ble Lords and Gentlemen in both Houſes whoſe endeavours 
. zreforebe publike good ) may have liberty to proteſt agamſt 
© aUrhoſe a4 enemies ro this Kingdome who refuſe to joyne with 
I cp .” - 
thoſe Hononrable Lords and the Houſe of Common: for the 
' patting of the King dome into a way of ſafety under the Com- 
mand of ſuch perſons as the Parliament ſhall appoint. 


And your Petitioners ſhall dayly pray,&c. . 


TO 


TO-THE 


HONOURABLE 
1GHTS, 
Nd BORGESSS, of the Louls 


of CoMMONs aflembled in 
PARLIAMENT. 


The bumble P:tition of Knights, Gentlemen, 
Freeboldey s,and others, inhabitants of the (ounty 
of HERTFORD., + 


| 
! 


| —==Z party, concurring 
AS and; and by wic- 
ked Counſellors, :evill Miniſters of State,' and great 
ſwarmes of Projeftors and others ill affeted ro the 

ace of this Realme, on the other hand, broughe ta 
a ſad and almoſt deſperare condition, and thereby the 
ſplendor of his Majeſties Crowne and Dignity dange- 
rouſly weakned andeclypſed. Ir pleaſed his Majeſtie, 
having reſpeS to the Peritions of his Nobles & people 
in that behalfe, to call this preſear Parliament, the on- 
ly able meanes (under God) to reforme the many _ 

res 
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(5) "ho 
inres and grievances ofthe Charch and Kiagdome,and 
ro remove the canſes thereof, 

In which Parliament, roche honour of his Majeftic, 
and comfort of his good Subjedts, exemplaric Juſtice 
hath been executed, Arbytrary Courts, Ship-money, 
Monopolics, andorher illegall Impoſitions removed, 
the ſhedding of much blood preveared, by the late 
naion berween the rwo Kingdoms of England and Scor- 
lend, and further hopes given us of perfeting what re- 
maines by the happy continuance and much deſired 
progeeſſe of this Parliamenr. 

And alchough thar malignane partic of Prelates and 
Papiſtz,and their adherenrs(whoſe preſent ftandings, 
and the happy ſuccefſe of this Parliament, as the Peri- 
tioners homblyconceive,arc inconfiftant)have by their 
manifold wicked praftices and defignes endexvoured 
ro bipder-sll thirow reformation in "Church and 
Common-wealth;to ftifleinche birth and progrefſe all 
choſe good bill,and other preparations made by this 
Honourable afſemblie for that purpoſe, and eſpecial- 
ly, for the relicfe of the Kingdome of ſrelond, (rhe 
reme whereof will endanger this Ki alſo)To 
ſtop the influence of his Majefties Royall favour in 
giving life thereto, to divide berweene his Majeſtie 
and this Honourable affembly, and to render you 
not onetycontemptible, bur alſo barthenſome to the 
people; yer the Petioners, andasrhey verily believe, 
all well aff-Qed:o bis Majeſtie, andthe peace and proſ- 
peritic of this Kingdome,bave, and fill ſhall continue 
an'tigh & honourable efteem of chis worthy aſſembly, 
& of your great and unwearied endeavours, and doe 
with the nemoſt expreſſions of rhgir cthankfulneſſe ac- 
knowtkedge the fame, and the progreſfſe and perfeQing 
thereof, to be of grear eorfequence and deepe nece(- 

ſitie 
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ſitie to the peace and welfare of this Church and King 
dameand:{uch as withour which, not only a refluxe ot 
the former calamities,but even utter ruine and deſola-' 
tion; likechat,being roo long continnedin ſad & much 
lamented 7relaxd will apparenly enſue. | 

From the ſenſe whereof, and of the great and un- 
heard of breaches lately made upon the priviledges of 
Parliamens, even ro,the. endangening of che being 
thereof, wherein:your: Petirioners and their poſtericy* 
are much concerned. The Peririoners take upon them 
the humble boldneſſe ro declare their. readinefſe and 
great engagements according to their Proteſtation,to 
ſtand rozard defend; to rhe urmoſt perill- of 'cheir lives 
and eftares, the Kipgs Majeſtic and high Courrof Par- 

| liameot,with all chepower and priviledges of the ſame, 
and all your Honourable proceedings for the common 
good, againſt all Popiſh and orher m_—_ oppolers, 
who.cadcavonr, either by:evill:Conaſel}, ſecrer plots, 


or pp arce to hurt or prejudice che fame,or ro make 
divitions b=tweeae his Majeſty and the Parliamenr, 


" tnd vbe ſald Petitioners humbly pray, that the Papiſts maybe ful.. 
+28 un, the Lawes againſt 20 executed, the : Dn 
(- | | eſperiallythis County, &ccording to their late Petition in that behdfe, pot 

'  Jnto a poſture of Warre for ther better defence, the forts and ſtrengt of 

\. this Amgdone put into ſefe hands, which the Parliament may confide 
and t#u/t in; the priviledges of Parliament repatred and throughly vin- 
'" dated; and that this Honourable (aſſembly as hath been lately deſored of 
gouby'thb Citi>tns of London) will be 4 ineanes unto bis Mae je and 
Houſe of Peers,that life may be ſpeedily given toyour good endtavours 

by their concurrence with you intaking away of the votes of Popiſh 

' Lords and Biſhops out of the Houſe of Peers, the ſpeedy and ſtrong re- 

- -»+- hieft of Ttleland, the further puniſhment of Delinguents, the remsveall 
” of #he.preſſurts and grievinces in Church and Common-wealth, and 
reforming of What is therein ami//e | v5 


- 
+ 


For all which your Petitioners ſhall daily pray,&Cc. 
FINIS, 


» 
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